
C O M E .  H O L Y  C H O S T ,  O U R  S O U L S  I N S P I I { E
(  Komm ,  Cot t  Schopfer  )

A s  a  L a t i n  a n t i p h o n  k n o w  a s  V e t r i  C r e a t o r  S p i r i t u s  ( r r C o m e ,  H o l y

S p i r i t ' ' ) , t h i s h y m n w a S b e i n g s u r r � h c e n t u r y ' m a y b e
e v e n  t h e  g t h .  i t  h a s  b e e n  i n  u s e ,  t h e n ,  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s !  I n

B e n e d i c t i n e  m o n a s t e r i e s ,  i t  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  m o r n i n g  p r a y e r s

on  per r tecos t  Sunday .  Some churches  now use  i t  mos t  o f ten  in  o rd ina t ion

s e r v i c e s .

S o m e  o f  t h e  v , r o r d s  i n  J o h n  C o s i n r s  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  L a t i n

h y m n  m a y  g  i v e  y o u  t r o u b l e .  P e r h a p s  t h e s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  w i l l  h e l p :

C h o s t  =  S p i r i t  i n s p i r e  =  b r e a t h e  i n t o  c e l e s t i a l  =  h e a v e n l y

a n o T n t i n g  =  p o u r i n g  o l T  o n  t h e  h e a d ,  d s  i n  t t r e  c o r o n a t l o n  o f  a  k i n g ;
i t  i s  a  s ign  o f  se t t i l rg  Someone apar t  fo r  a  spec ia l  pu rpose .

s e v r n f o l d  g i f t s  =  w i s d b m ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c o u n s e l ,  f o r t i t u d e ,  k n o w l e d g e ,
p i e t y ,  f e a r  o f  t h e  L o r d  a r e  g i f t s  o f  t h e  H o l y  s p i r i t  -
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t s a i a h  1 1 : 2  ( t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  l i s t s  a l s o )

u n c t i o n  =  o i l perpetua l
duTiness o f  our  b l indEfEhT = on ly ,  Cod can he lp  us

r e a l l y  a r e .
s e e  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y

The  hynrn  tune  i s  based  on
S p i r i t u s ,  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h i s :

t he  p la i r r song  me lody ,  Ven i  C rea to r

Come,  Ho l y  Ghost ,  our  sou ls in  -  sp i re ,  and l ight -en wi th l es t ia l  f i re ;

Thou the a - noint - ing Spir - i t  art,  Who dost thy sev'n-fold gif ts im - part.

No t i ce  tha t  the  me lody  has  many  p laces  where  two  no tes  a re  sung  tc l  a

s y l l a b l e ,  p r o d u c i n g  a  f l o w i n g  e f f e c t .  L i k e  a l l  p l a i n s o n g s ,  i t  w a s  m e a n t

t o  b e  s u n g  i n  u n i s o n  w i t h o u t  a c c o m p a n i m e n t .  A  m o r e  r h y t h m i c  v e r s i o n

o f  t h e  m e l b d y  ,  w i t h  o n e  n o t e  p e r  s y l l a b l e ,  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  a

h a r m o n i z e d  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  b y  J .  K l u g  i n  C E I S T L I C H E  L I E D E R  ( " S p i r i t u a l

S o n g s ' r )  i n  1 5 3 3 .  T h a t  t u n e ,  K o m m ,  C o t t  S c h o p f e r ,  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h i s :

- -

Come,  Ho -  l y  Ghost ,  our  sou ls  in  -  sp i re . And l ight -en wi th  ce les -  t ia l  f i re:

tt

Thou the a-no in t  -  ing Spi r  -  i t  a r I , Who dost  thy  sev 'n- fo ld  g i f ts  im -  par t .

T h e  B a c h  h a r r n o n i z a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  i n  t h e  k e y  o f  C  m a j o r ,  b u t  i t

h a s  n o  f  s h a r p .  A c t u a l l y ,  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  n e i t h e r  a  m a j o r  n o r  m i n o r

k e y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  l v l i x o l y d i a n  m o d e  l i k e  t h e  a n c i e n t  p l a i n s o n g .
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